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Conference Program 

 

9.00-9.45 Registration 

 The Atrium, Ellen Wilkinson Building 

 

9.45-10.00 Introductory Remarks 

 Giuseppe Grieco (QMUL), Liam Stowell (Manchester) 

 

10.00-11.15 Keynote Lecture 

 Or Rosenboim (City, University of London) 

‘Political spaces: Empires and Nations in twentieth century international 

thought’ 

 

11.15-11.30 Refreshments 

 

11.30-11.00 Panel 1 – Among Empires 

 Peter Morgan (UCL)  

‘Liberating a Continent Quietly: The Self-Stifled Global Vision of Simón 

 Bolívar’

 Matteo Rossi (Turin)  

‘Empire, Protection and the State: Henry Carey and American Global 

 Expansion’

 Annalise Higgins (Cambridge)  

 “Oceans to be united”: Isthmuses and international order, c.1850-1915’

 

13.00-14.00 Lunch 
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14.00-15.30 Panel 2 – Beyond Liberalism 

 Camille Creyghton (QMUL/Amsterdam) 

‘Fraternity as a basis for international order: Transnational exile solidarity in 

London, 1845-1848’ 

 Tatiana Pignon (Cambridge) 

‘The Paris Commune of 1871, the “universal Republic” and the idea of an 

international federation of communes’ 

 Raúl Burgos Pinto (UCL) 

‘Chilean Catholic Views on the Global Order During the Interwar and Early 

Post-War’ 

 

     

15.30-15.45 Refreshments 

 

 

15.45-17.30 Panel 3 – Interdependence and Global Governance 

 Federico Brusadelli (Erlangen-Nürnberg) 

‘A Great Concord Beyond the Nations: the Chinese Global Utopia of Kang 

Youwei (1858-1927)’ 

 Chika Tonooka (Cambridge) 

‘Visions of the “Global” in the Trilateral Imaginary, c.1973-1983’ 

 Colm Murphy (QMUL) 

“Beyond the Nation State”: The Labour Party’s left, “globalisation” and the 

European Union c. 1981-1993’ 

  

 

17.30-18.00 Concluding Remarks 

Stuart Jones (Manchester) 

 

18.00-19.00 Drinks Reception 

 

19.30  Conference Dinner 
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Abstracts: 

Peter Morgan (UCL)  

Liberating a Continent Quietly: The Self-Stifled Global Vision of Simón Bolívar 

In September 1815, Simón Bolívar wrote the so-called ‘Jamaica Letter’. It remains his most 

famous text, at length combining comprehensive diagnoses of contemporary South America 

with a subsequent, stirring denunciation of Spanish imperial rule. But the letter is most 

notable – though definitely not most-noted – for its profound (self-)limitedness.  

Bolívar was sounding the liberation of an entire continent – a solid half of the Western 

hemisphere – and yet his forecast for how the freeing of Spanish America would affect the 

19th century world order was, for the scale of the enterprise, bafflingly calm. Bolívar’s 

envisagement of Spanish imperial collapse excluded, for example, any knock-on processes in 

the other European empires which, behind British paramountcy, dominated the post-

Napoleonic world. It would if anything, Bolívar assured his (British) readership, consolidate 

the world system of Britain’s empire – formal and informal – by commercially breaking open 

the South American territories to free trade, where Spanish protectionism currently closed 

them off. 

In the paper, moreover, I would argue that this remarkably un(der)changed order which 

Bolívar forecast for the world once Spanish America was independent throws up a more 

general truth about the kind of global re-imaginings which your Conference is looking at. 

Namely, the reimagination of world orders in political thought has most always been stalked 

by the enduring power of status quos, and so the visualisation of ‘new’ futures has often 

inbuilt major concessions to present realities. In the instance of the Jamaica Letter, Bolívar 

wrote amid British hegemony, conscious of the need for Britain’s support if Spain was to be 

overcome (the letter included an explicit appeal for British intervention). Thus, Bolívar 

limited his dreams: to a world not without empires but only without the Spanish Empire, and 

to a ‘new’ and ‘free’ Spanish America willingly absorbed by Britain’s well-established 

system of imperial free trade. 

 

Matteo Rossi (Università di Torino) 

Empire, Protection and the State: Henry Carey and American Global Expansion 

The building of a republican empire has been one of the earliest and most fundamental 

aspirations of American political thought (Pocock, 1996; Stephanson, 1996; Wilson, 2002; 

Frymer, 2017; Hopkins, 2018). This paper will investigate Henry Charles Carey’s economic 

and social science as a theory of empire. Within a period of economic, political and 

constitutional transformation, culminating in the Civil War (Sellers, 1991; Egnal, 2009), 

Carey (1793-1879), the most influential Nineteenth-century American economist, offered a 

new concept of the American empire and theorized a new international role for the United 

States. In his perspective, the American empire had to be an empire without colonies, not 

merely aimed at spatially enlarging the Union through annexation, but with the mission of 

expanding its power through a commercial hegemony over the world market to globally 
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impose the American order of social harmony, thus to produce a global society modelled on 

American society.  

In Carey’s perspective, this global American expansion could only be implemented by a 

stronger State: only by strengthening the economic and political role of the federal 

government, the United States could solve their internal crises, build a national economy, 

overthrow the British commercial hegemony and build their global empire. Only this new and 

powerful State, largely implemented by the Republican Party during and after the Civil War 

(Bensel, 1990; Richardson, 1997), involving protection as the fundamental imperial policy, 

but also a stricter control over immigration and money (Montgomery, 1981; Barreyre, 2015), 

could be the engine of the American empire. This paper will argue that Carey’s theory of 

empire represented a pivotal moment in American political and imperial thought, laying the 

ideological and political grounds for the American global expansion, for a new conception of 

the American international role and for the production of an American international order. 

 

Annalise Higgins (Trinity College, University of Cambridge) 

Oceans to be united’: Isthmuses and international order, c.1850-1915 

During the nineteenth century, projects seeking to overcome isthmuses perceived as 

geographic impediments to European empires’ maritime navigation proliferated. Three 

isthmuses, in particular, were constructed in imperial geographic imaginations as barriers to 

maritime mobility: Egypt’s Suez isthmus, the Central American isthmus, and Siam’s Kra 

isthmus. These narrow necks of land were regularly described as geographic challenges that 

might be conquered by mobilising rapidly developing technological tools and engineering 

acumen. However, the idea that internationally-significant isthmian challenges might be 

overcome also raised questions about sovereignty, diplomacy, and international law in spaces 

that would increase in geostrategic significance if successfully crossed by rail or cut through 

by a canal.  

This paper considers the extension of international governance to spaces rendered geo-

strategically significant by imperial geographic imaginations. It focusses on attempts to 

manage the imagined international geopolitical consequences of bypassing internationally 

significant isthmuses. In particular, it considers how states, their diplomats, and international 

lawyers grappled with the question of how to regulate states’ conduct in the case of 

interoceanic canal projects that sought to literally replace land with a new internationally-

significant waterway. It argues that neutralisation was consistently considered as a legal 

mechanism that might serve the interests of international order. It considers both speculative 

international agreements, such as the 1850 Clayton-Bulwer Treaty under which the United 

States and Britain agreed that any crossing of the Central American isthmus would be 

neutralised, and those that were pursued after a canal opened, such as the 1888 

Constantinople Convention which provided for free transit through the Suez Canal. Currents 

of imperial ambition, technological innovation, and developments in rules-based international 

order converged in spaces where there was a confluence between geographic accident and 

confidence in the possibility of intervening to remake the physical world. 
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Camille Creyghton (Queen Mary University of London / University of Amsterdam) 

Fraternity as a basis for international order: Transnational exile solidarity in London, 

1845-1848 

In September 1845, a couple of societies of French, German and Polish democratic exiles in 

London joined forces with some internationnally-oriented chartists led by Julian Harney in 

order to form the Fraternal Democrats. This transnational organisation aimed fostering 

exchange between exiles of different nationalities and advancing democratic reform 

throughout Europe, also recruted a number of Scandinavian, Hungarian and Italian members, 

among whom for a while Giuseppe Mazzini. Although its political programme was rather 

unspecified, its key words were democracy, national self-determination and social justice. 

Issuing manifestos and organising political gatherings, the Fraternal Democrats were one of 

the most active transnational political organisations in Europe in the years immediately 

preceding the 1848 revolutions. However, apart from some work on socialism in which they 

are are briefly – and somewhat anachronistically – discussed as precursors to the socialist 

First International, the Fraternal Democrats have not been subject to historiographical 

attention yet.  

This paper will study the Fraternal Democrats in their own context of pre-1848 transnational 

political activism and exile movements, and consider their contribution to the intellectual 

history of international thought. It will particularly focus on their conception of fraternity, the 

third key word of the French Revolution, but the one which was the hardest to connect to a 

clear political programme and has received the least attention of intellectual historians thus 

far. This paper will discuss what traditions the Fraternal Democrats based themselves on to 

formulate their idea of fraternity, what concrete implications this idea had for their 

functioning as a society of international membership, and what role it would according to 

them have to play in a future international order of friendly cooperating democratic nations. 

Finally, the paper analyzes how the Fraternal Democrats, by their way of operating and 

presenting themselves, created a model for international solidarity and coordination. 

 

Tatiana Pignon (University of Cambridge) 

The Paris Commune of 1871, the ‘universal Republic’ and the idea of an international 

federation of communes 

On April 30th, 1871, at the peak of the Paris Commune, painter and communard Gustave 

Courbet wrote an enthusiastic letter to his parents in which he famously proclaimed: ‘Paris 

has renounced being the capital of France’. What he meant by this was that the archetypal 

capital city of a centralised nation state had rejected the hierarchical, national principle to 

pursue a universalist aspiration. This hints at an understudied aspect of ‘communard’ thought: 

its international vision, embodied in the notion of the ‘universal Republic’ and informed by 

the anarchist idea of a ‘federation of communes’.  

In the context of today’s hypothesis of a ‘rise of cities’ on the international stage, looking 

back at the Commune’s international vision might prove worthwhile. Why did so many 19th-

century anarchists and socialists think that the ‘commune’, or the city, was the relevant 
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political unit both for local and for universal organisation? How did the Commune put these 

ideas into practice? And what does this tell us about how cities today can position themselves 

in international relations?  

Using official documents as well as private memoirs and correspondence, the paper starts by 

reconstituting the international vision of the Commune — the international dimension of 

what Kristin Ross called the Commune’s ‘political imagery’. It proceeds to show how and to 

what extent the Commune can be read in light of the idea of a ‘federation of communes’ as it 

was put forward particularly by Pierre-Joseph Proudhon and Mikhail Bakunin. It then 

considers why the emphasis is put on the ‘commune’ as the right political unit in this strand 

of thought. Doing so, it draws parallels with the contemporary ‘rise of cities’ rationale to 

examine how this particular conception of political space informs an international vision 

centred on the city. 

 

Raúl Burgos Pinto (UCL) 

Chilean Catholic Views on the Global Order During the Interwar and Early 

Post-War 

This paper examines Chilean Catholic views on the global order during the interwar period 

and the early years of the second post-war. It argues that Catholic circles believed that the 

political and social order, both at the national and international levels, should be based on 

Catholic values. In this respect, they defended the Catholic character of the Chilean nation 

and its belonging to the ‘Christian civilisation’. Also, they advocated the importance of 

Catholic forces to the restoration of harmony and stability in the international order. As such, 

Chilean Catholics challenged the international liberal order symbolised by world institutions, 

such as the League of Nations, and condemned the supposed spiritual crisis that led to the 

outbreak of World War II.  

The paper develops two specific ideas. First, Chilean Catholics conceived Catholicism as the 

main spiritual and cultural force that would help to restore the stability, peace and order 

globally. They stressed the importance of a Catholic internationalist approach to deal with 

global matters and recognise the role of the Church as a key player in international politics. 

Second, Chilean Catholics defended the importance of the Ibero-American nations as 

contributors to the Christian civilisation’s recovery during this period. They developed this 

idea drawing on the Hispanic and the Catholic inheritance that enabled the creation of a 

distinctive culture during the colonial experience in Latin America.  

This example shows that Chilean Catholics developed their views merging a ‘local’ 

interpretation of the role of Catholicism with its ‘universal’ mission. Moreover, it shows how 

global historical processes, such as the World Wars and international institutional 

arrangements, were important in the shaping of Chilean Catholics’ imaginary. Finally, this 

case contributes to the studies of international thought of non-European actors. 
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Federico Brusadelli (Friedrich-Alexander University in Erlangen-Nuremberg) 

A Great Concord Beyond the Nations: the Chinese Global Utopia of Kang Youwei 

(1858-1927) 

The Book of Great Concord (Datongshu 大同书) is the last major work of philosopher Kang 

Youwei 康有为(1858-1927), one of the most influential figures in late imperial and early 

republican China’s intellectual and political history. Published posthumously in 1935, the 

book is a description of the world to come, built over a view of human history as the 

manifestation of a universal evolutionary pattern, progressively unfolding from the Age of 

Chaos to the Age of Supreme Equality. There, in the era of the Great Concord, our planet will 

be ruled by a one-world democratic government. The eradication all boundaries separating 

individuals, be they of ethnic, social, sexual or religious nature, including the elimination of 

private property, of the “family” and of nations, will mark the “end of history” and the 

beginning of perpetual peace – the author prophesizes.  

In my paper I intend to address Kang’s utopian description of a post-national global order as 

a “Confucian alternative” to the international system of the early 20
th

 century. In particular, I 

will consider the philosopher’s blueprint as a significant example of how traditional political 

ideals (namely, the Confucian principle of tianxia 天下, or all-under-Heaven) could be 

reshaped following the encounter with Western ideas as a response to the challenges of 

“modernity”. Kang’s seemingly contradictory attitude towards “nationalism” will also be 

examined: on the one hand, he actively participated in the reformist effort to strengthen the 

Chinese State in the late 19
th

 century; on the other, he openly criticized ethnic nationalism 

and privately elaborated his utopia envisioning the abolition of nations themselves. 

Kang’s vision – I will try to argue – might still serve as a helpful historical precedent in 

understanding how some Chinese intellectuals and theorists of the 21
st
 century imagine a 

“new global order” beyond classical Western theories.  

 

Chika Tonooka (Pembroke College, University of Cambridge) 

Visions of the “Global” in the Trilateral Imaginary, c.1973-1983 

This paper considers visions of international interdependence and global governance during 

the long 1970s – a critical period of rupture historians have termed the ‘shock of the global’ 

(Ferguson et al., 2010). It does so by examining the aims and preoccupations of a 

transnational non-governmental organisation newly established during this period: the 

Trilateral Commission. Founded by David Rockefeller in 1973, the Commission was 

designed to foster greater international consensus and cooperation by bringing together 

politicians, intellectuals and business executives from the United States, Western Europe and, 

more unusually, Japan.  

Despite the prominence of its members and the Commission’s close relationship to various 

national governments, the Trilateral Commission today remains relatively understudied, not 

least by scholars of international thought. Yet as records of elite responses to the perceived 

challenges of an increasingly (economically) interdependent world, the archives of the 

Commission provide crucial insights into how space, order and hierarchy came to be 
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reimagined amidst a growing consciousness of the ‘global’, and with what means of 

governance in mind. The paper recovers these visions by drawing on American, European as 

well Japanese material related to the Commission, including writings by prominent 

individuals such as Zbigniew Brzezinski, Samuel Huntington and Okita Saburo. It brings to 

light the Commission’s responses to some of the period’s most defining issues including 

evolving relations between the Global North and South and tensions between globalisation 

and democracy. In so doing, I examine questions of rupture, temporality/spatiality, and 

identity in the Trilateral imaginary. 

 

Colm Murphy (Queen Mary University of London) 

‘Beyond the Nation State’: The Labour Party’s left, ‘globalisation’ and the European 

Union c. 1981-1993 

This paper will trace the British Labour left’s transforming spatial imaginaries of the 

‘economy’ over the late twentieth century, which reveals their unintentional and surprising 

contribution to the ‘liberal international order’. By the 1990s, economic ‘globalisation’ was a 

familiar spectre within the Labour Party, invoked to justify macroeconomic caution and 

supranational politics. Yet, scholars focus disproportionately on centre-left leaders like Blair 

and Brown when discussing ‘globalisation’.  

Through tracing the afterlife of the ‘Alternative Economic Strategy’ – a totemic rallying cry 

for the Labour’s radical left in the 1970s – this paper will demonstrate that perceptions of a 

rapidly globalising economy arose from the Party’s left as much as its right. The AES was 

unabashedly economically nationalist, involving immediate withdrawal from the European 

Community and import and exchange controls. However, the strategy relied on a theory of 

growing ‘multinational’ economic power, which foreshadowed later ideas of ‘globalisation’. 

This proved telling. After the AES politically floundered in the early 1980s, some key 

proponents (like Tony Benn) doubled down, but others, such as Stuart Holland, abandoned 

the nation state. They foretold the rapid erosion of the UK’s sovereignty in a new economy of 

multinational production, Europeanised trade and globalised finance, and eventually 

championed the acceleration of European integration to rescue an interventionist ‘socialist’ 

state. Crucially, their emerging ‘alternative European strategy’ not only influenced leader 

Neil Kinnock but made a mark on the vibrant intellectual life of the British left – and indeed 

the European left – shaping the responses of many socialists to Jacques Delors’s ‘Social 

Europe’. By the early 1990s debates over the Maastricht Treaty, a wide swathe of the Labour 

Party, including socialists hostile to the specifics of Maastricht, feared the implications of 

‘globalisation’ for a Labour government, and consequently championed some form of 

European supranational governance. 

 

 


